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AIMS AND CONTEXT

TECHNICAL DATA

MAIN RESULTS

2. Spanish Perception of the Catalan Political Situation

0.  Summary of results in Catalonia

3. Social Perception Catalonia-Spain

1. Democracy, Dialogue, Respect
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AIMS AND SCENARIO

� Present debate about the position of Catalonia in the
Spanish System of Autonomous regions

� UOC Study

This presentation is mainly about the main results of the Spanish part of the study

For the first time, Spanish opinion is surveyed about the
political evolution of Catalonia. 

Catalonia

Spain
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Scope SPAIN (without Catalonia) CATALONIA

Surveying method Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (C.A.T.I.)

Fieldwork dates From September 14 to October 2 2009

Universe Age 15 – 74 (both included)

Sample selection Random sample stratified by Autonomous 
regions and habitat size. The interviewee in 
every household was selected randomly in 
accordance with established quotas.

Random sample stratified by vegueries
(counties) and habitat size. The interviewee 
in every household was selected randomly 
in accordance with established quotas.

Quotas Quotes by zone (autonomous regions), habitat, 
crossed by sex and age, proportional to 
population.

Quotes by zone (vegueries), habitat, sex 
and age, proportional to population

Final sample 1883 interviews 2614 interviews

Sampling error +2,4% estimated reliability of 95,5% and under 
the presumption of maximal statistical 
indetermination (p=q=50%) according to the 
sampling error formula for infinite universes.

+2% estimated reliability of 95,5% and under 
the presumption of maximal statistical 
indetermination (p=q=50%) according to the 
sampling error formula for infinite universes

Data weighting Data from the actual interviews has been weighted so they conform to the initially planned 
distribution, thus correcting small deviations. Results have also been weighted with regard to 
birthplace, due to the importance of this variable in the issues researched

TECHNICAL FILE
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20%

24%

78%

13%

61%

67%

13%

18%

8%

8%

12%75%

0% 50% 100%

Do you think the Spanish Government is dealing prop erly
with the Catalan Statute of Autonomy?

Do you believe Spain supports adequately Catalan
interests?

Do you believe Catalans pay too much in taxes to Sp ain?

Do you think Spanish taxes in Catalonia are suffici ently
returned?

Yes No No choice No answer

5

SPANISH GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA
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In your opinion, the level of autonomy in Catalonia is...

LEVEL OF AUTONOMY IN CATALONIA

Enough
40%

Don't know
4%

Excessive
4%

Not enough
52%

No answer
0%

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA
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68%

59%

52%

19%

17%

22%

7%

12%

11%

3%

7%

7%

6%

5%

2%

0% 50% 100%

(5) Totally for (4) Somewhat for (3) Does not mind

(2) Somewhat against (1)Totally against No choice

No answer

7

CATALAN VIEWS ON THE CATALAN GOVERNMENT’S POWERS (I )

Average

4,48

4,16

4,13

Total for

86,4%

75,0%

74,8%

Are you for or against...

86%

75%

… Catalan authorities collecting 
and deciding the distribution of 
all taxes paid by Catalan citizens 
and companies?

…Catalan language becoming an 
official working language in the 
EU like Portuguese, Danish, 
Czech?

…Catalonia being in charge of its 
own transport system (trains, 
airports, motorways, etc.)?

75%

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA
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50%

49%

46%

23%

14%

20%

12%

20%

13%

6%

6%

10%

6%

9%

8%

0% 50% 100%

(5) Totally for (4) Somewhat for (3) Does not mind

(2) Somewhat against (1)Totally against Don't know

No answer

8

3,87

4,08

3,9

66,0%

73,6%

63,3%

Are you for or against...

74%

63%

66%
…Catalonia having its own
political representation in 
international organizations such
as the UN?

…Catalan national sports teams
playing official international
matches?

…Catalonia being able to freely
hold referenda?

CATALAN VIEWS ON THE CATALAN GOVERNMENT’S POWERS (II )

AverageTotal for

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA
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Yes
83%

No
14%

Don't know
3% No answer

0%

9

RIGHT OF CATALONIA TO DECIDE ITS POLITICAL FUTURE

In the specific case of Catalonia, do you believe it should have the right to freely and democratically
decide its political future?

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA
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What would you do in a democratic referendum to decide on the independence of Catalonia?

REACTION TO AN EVENTUAL REFERENDUM

Vote for
50,3%

Vote against
17,8%

Abstain
24,6%

Don't know
5,8%

No answer
1,4%

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA
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Which of the following reasons would explain your vote? 

Base: Would vote for (1.376) 

REASONS FOR VOTING FOR (%)

62%

66%

0%

1%

1%

30%

56%

59%

No answer

Don't know

None of the above

Tired of Spain

Language and culture

Feelings or beliefs

Economic reasons

It would be a peaceful and
democratic way

Boxes enclose items which do not differ significantly, and which
do different from others

Would vote for 

50,4%

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA
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61%

29%

26%

26%

6%

1%Don't know

None of the
above

Fear of
conflict

Not provided
by law

Not
economically

viable

Feelings or
beliefs

Base: Would vote against (438)

Would vote against

17,8%

Boxes enclose items which do not differ significantly, and which
do different from others

Which of the following reasons would explain your vote? 

REASONS FOR VOTING AGAINST (%)

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA
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19%

21%

26%

29%

38%

0%

3%

14%

No answer

Don't know

None of the
above

Not
economically

viable

Not provided
by law

Fear of
conflict

Feelings or
beliefs

Not
concerned

Base: Would abstain (607)

Would abstain

24,6%

Boxes enclose items which do not differ significantly, and which
do different from others

Which of the following reasons would explain your vote? 

REASONS FOR ABSTENTION (%)

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA



Study of Perceptions Catalonia - Spain. Main Results for Spain

56%

41%

23%

33%

14%

15%

6%

9%

0% 50% 100%

How would the Catalan
economy evolve with

independence?

How would Catalan politics
evolve with independence?

It would improve It would remain the same It would worsen Don't know

14

HYPOTHETICAL INDEPENDENCE SCENARIO

79%

74%

0. SUMMARY OF RESULTS IN CCATALONIAATALONIA

Main Results for Catalonia. SUMMARY
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SCENARIO  OF REFERENDUM FOR INDEPENDENCE; SPANISH G OVERNMENT'S REACTION

If Catalonia held a referendum and voted for its Independence, what do you think the Spanish
government should do?

72%

52%

26%

25%

9%

24%

42%

69%

89%

3%

5%

5%

6%

2%

69%

0% 50% 100%

Open negotiations between the governments of Catalo nia
and Spain, to avert separation

Accept the will of the Catalan people

Suspend Catalan autonomy

Impose economic sanctions on Catalonia

Resort to force, including the army, to prevent sep aration

Yes No Don't know No Answer

1.DEMOCRACY, DIALOGUE, RESPECT

15

Boxes enclose items which do not differ significantly, and which
do different from others



Study of Perceptions Catalonia - Spain. Main Results for Spain

No Answer
0%

No Choice
3%

No
89%

Yes
8%

No Answer
0%No Choice

2%

No
89%

Yes
9%

16

PEACEFUL STANCE OF SPAIN AND CATALONIA

If Catalonia opened a process for holding a 
referendum, do you think violent incidents 
would occur?

No Answer
0%No Choice

8%

No
35%

Yes
57%

No Answer
0%No Choice

7%

No
33%

Yes
60%

If Catalonia opened a process for holding a 
referendum, would you regard violent incidents 
as being justified??

SPAIN

CATALONIA

1.DEMOCRACY, DIALOGUE, RESPECT

Comparison Spain - Catalonia
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72%

52%

26%

25%

9%

24%

42%

69%

89%

3%

5%

5%

6%

2%

69%

0% 50% 100%

Open negotiations between the governments of Catalo nia
and Spain, to avert separation

Accept the will of the Catalan people

Suspend Catalan Autonomy

Impose economic sanctions on Catalonia

Resort to force, including the army, to prevent sep aration

Yes No Don't know No Answer

PEACEFUL STANCE OF POPULATION: SPANISH GOVERNMENT'S REACTION 

If Catalonia held a referendum and voted for its Independence, what do you think the Spanish
government should do?

17

Boxes enclose items which do not differ significantly, and which
do different from others

1.DEMOCRACY, DIALOGUE, RESPECT

SHUFFLED ITEMS 
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DEMOCRACY VERSUS STANDING LAWS

If a democratic decision were to clash with existing laws, what do you think should prevail?

No Answer
2%

Don't know
12%

Democratic 
Principles

64%

Existing laws
22%

SPAIN CATALONIA

Existing laws
22%

Democratic 
Principles

67%

Don't know
10%

No Answer
1%

1.DEMOCRACY, DIALOGUE, RESPECT

Comparison Spain - Catalonia
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RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION IN ABSTRACT TERMS

Do you believe the peoples of the world have the right of self-determination, ie. of freely and democratically
deciding their own political future?

Don't know
1%

In  general 
terms, no

13%

It depends / 
sometimes

5%

In general 
terms, yes

81%

SPAIN CATALONIA

Don't know
1%

In  general 
terms, no

7%
It depends / 
sometimes

4%

In general 
terms, yes

88%

1.DEMOCRACY, DIALOGUE, RESPECT

Comparison Spain - Catalonia



Study of Perceptions Catalonia - Spain. Main Results for Spain 20

LEVEL OF CATALAN AUTONOMY

2. SPANISH PERCEPTION OF THE CATALAN POLITICAL SITUATION

In your opinion, the present level of Autonomy in Catalonia is...

Excessive; 24%

Enough; 57%

No Choice; 11% No Answer; 1%

Not Enough; 8%
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No Answer
2%

No Choice
5%

No
53%

Yes
40%

THE RIGHT OF CATALONIA TO DECIDE ITS OWN FUTURE 

In the specific case of Catalonia, do you believe it should have the right to decide freely and democratically its own
future? 

2. SPANISH PERCEPTION OF THE CATALAN POLITICAL SITUATION
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15%

11%

12%

21%

16%

13%

19%

16%

15%

17%

20%

20%

25%

35%

39%

0% 50% 100%

(5) Totally for (4) Somewhat for (3) Does not mind

(2) Somewhat against (1)Totally against Don't know

No answer

22

SPANISH VIEWS ON THE CATALAN GOVERNMENT’S POWERS (I)

2,35

2,84

2,39

24,9%

36%

26,3%

36%

26%

25%

Are you for or against...

… Catalonia being able to freely
hold referenda?

… Catalan becoming an official
and working language in the EU 
like Portuguese, Danish, Czech?

… Catalonia being in charge of its
own transports systems (trains, 
airports, motorways, etc.)?

AverageTotal for

2. SPANISH PERCEPTION OF THE CATALAN POLITICAL SITUATION
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12%

10%

7%

11%

12%

9%

18%

16%

12%

15%

23%

22%

42%

36%

48%

0% 50% 100%

(5) Totally for (4) Somewhat for (3) Does not mind

(2) Somewhat against (1)Totally against Don't know

No answer

23

2,02

2,45

2,34

22,8%

22,1%

15,5%

23%

22%

15,5%

Are you for or against...

…Catalonia having its own
political representation in 
international organizations
such as the UN?

…Catalan national sports teams
playing official international
matches?

… Catalan authorities collecting
and deciding the distribution of 
all taxes paid by Catalan citizens
and companies?

AverageTotal for

SPANISH VIEWS ON THE CATALAN GOVERNMENT’S POWERS (II )

2. SPANISH PERCEPTION OF THE CATALAN POLITICAL SITUATION
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POWER TRANSFER IN THE EVENT OF NEGOTIATIONS TO AVER T CATALAN INDEPENDENCE

56%

32%

29%

27%

38%

61%

65%

6%

6%

6%

3%69%

0% 50% 100%

Hand over to Catalonia full tax collection powers, as in the
Basque country and Navarre

Officially acknowledge Catalonia's national sports teams for
in international competitions

Increase State investment in Catalonia

Establish Catalan as an official language in all Sp anish
state institutions

Yes No Don't know No Answer

If a political deal ensued to avert Catalan independence, which of the following concessions do you think
should be negotiable?

2. SPANISH PERCEPTION OF THE CATALAN POLITICAL SITUATION

Boxes enclose items which do not differ significantly, and which
do different from others

SHUFFLED ITEMS 
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Would you be willing to pay more taxes so as to prevent the independence of Catalonia?

No Choice
2%

No
87%

Yes
11%

PERSONAL POSITION IN CASE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR AVOID ING CATALAN INDEPENDENCE

2. SPANISH PERCEPTION OF THE CATALAN POLITICAL SITUATION
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12%

18%

59%

75%

84%

70%

31%

23%

9%

37% 57%

2%

6%

3%

12%

0% 50% 100%

Never trust a Catalan that claims to feel Spanish

The Spanish market is too dependent on Catalan
products

All Catalans are separatists deep down

Catalans have done a great deal for Spanish
progress

Catalan is also a Spanish language

Agree Disagree Don't know No Answer

26

ATTITUDE TOWARDS CATALONIA AND CATALANS

Some people hold the following opinions. Please say if you agree or not with the following
statements...

3.SOCIAL PERCEPTION CATALONIA -SPAIN

SHUFFLED ITEMS 
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Don't know
4%

Never been to 
the rest of Spain

2%
No Answer

1% Better
5%

The same
73%

Worse
15%

HOW CATALONIA IS PERCEIVED IN SPAIN.  CATALAN SAMPL E

Base: Total entrevistes (2.614)

When travelling around Spain, are you as a Catalan treated differently?

27

78%

3.SOCIAL PERCEPTION CATALONIA -SPAIN

Main Results for Catalonia. 
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Worse
40,3%

The same
26,2%

Better
22,3%

No Choice
11%

HOW CATALONIA IS PERCEIVED IN SPAIN.  CATALAN SAMPL E

How do you think Catalan companies and goods, compared to those of other
countries, are accepted in the rest of Spain?

48,5%

28

3.SOCIAL PERCEPTION CATALONIA -SPAIN

Main Results for Catalonia. 
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If Catalonia strated a process for holding an independence referendum, would you support a boycott
against Catalan products?

BOYCOTT

No Answer
0%No Choice

3%

No
76%

Yes
21%

3.SOCIAL PERCEPTION CATALONIA -SPAIN
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NON-CONFRONTATION

Base: Total entrevistes (2.614)
Please say if you agree or not with each of the following statements...

63%

49%

67%

33%

44%

30%

6%

3%

3%

0% 50% 100%

If Catalonia separated from
Spain, it should be like a
friendly divorce (SPAIN)

An independent Catalonia
could have good relations

with Spain (SPAIN)

An independent Catalonia
could have good relations
with Spain (CATALONIA)

Agree Disagree No Choice No Answer

30

3.SOCIAL PERCEPTION CATALONIA -SPAIN

Comparison Spain - Catalonia
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EVENTUAL INDEPENDENCE SCENARIO

71%

62%

58%

57%

25%

31%

36%

3%

7%

5%

7%34%

0% 50% 100%

Citizens in Catalonia being
able to opt to retain Spanish

citizenship

Keeping a fund for economic
solidarity

EU recognition for Catalan
independence

Catalonia keeping ties with
the Spanish monarchy

Yes No Don't know No answer

Which of the following conditions would make the independence of Catalonia more acceptable for you?

Boxes enclose items which do not differ significantly, and which
do different from others

3.SOCIAL PERCEPTION CATALONIA -SPAIN

SHUFFLED ITEMS
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8%

14%

48%

48%

36%

30%

8%

8%

0% 50% 100%

How do you think the economic
situation would evolve in Spain

if Catalonia became
independent?

How do you think the political
situation would evolve in Spain

if Catalonia became
independent?

It would improve It would remain the same It would worsen Don't know

32

EVENTUAL INDEPENDENCE SCENARIO

56%

62%

3.SOCIAL PERCEPTION CATALONIA -SPAIN


